VVelcome to An Introduction to the Holocaust.
Please visit these respected resources for more information:
www.USHMM.org & www.echoesandreflections.org

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. defines the Holocaust as:

“the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million Jews by the Nazi regime
and its collaborators.”

Berta Rosenheim poses with a “Schuktute,” or large cone filled with sweets, stationery,
and toys, traditionally given to German children on their first day of school. Leipzig,
Germany, 1929. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

A large Hungarian Jewish family, pre-1933, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Prior to Nazi leader Adolf Hitler being named Chancellor of Germany in January 1933, there had been
2,000 years of vibrant Jewish life, culture,and contributions. Sixty percent of the world’s Jewish population
lived in Europe, comprising only |.7 percent of the total European population. At the start of WWII in
1939, there were 9,000,000 Jewish men, women, and children in Europe; by war’s end in 1945,
2 out of every 3 European Jews were murdered, including |.5 million Jewish children.

The Karshirskiy children,Yad Vashem.
Close to 5 million others were murdered by the

Nazis either for what they did, what they refused

to do, or who they were including: Slavic people,

Gypsies (the Roma and Sinti), the mentally and g orprera ches Jewish day school
physically disabled, homosexuals (males in
particular), communists, trade unionists, Soviet

prisoners of war, Jehovah’s Witnhesses, many

church leaders (Protestant and Roman Catholic),

people of color (black/afro-German), and other

enemies, real or perceived.

The Holocaust was not inevitable (It did NOT have to happen)!
It occurred because ordinary people made choices that legalized
discrimination, allowed prejudice, hatred, and ultimately, led to
mass murder.

A Jewish soccer team, France,Yad Vashem.
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Photo of both secular and religious Jewish men at an event,Yad Vashem.

Jewish carpentry workshop, a small Jewish town (a shtetl), Vilna, 1922.

- Irrational and potentially dangerous, antisemitism, known as
the “oldest hatred.” is defined as: the hatred of, or
prejudice against Jews as individuals, a group, or a concept.
Since ancient times, Jews have been used as scapegoats for
societies’ ills: falsely accused of the murder of Christ
(deicide), the Black Plague (poisoning of wells), the murder
of Christian children for their blood in religious rituals (the
blood libel), and in modern times, the global financial crisis,
and the coronavirus pandemic.Throughout history, these lies

have often resulted in massacres, also known as pogroms.

Where Jews were needed, they were tolerated. Since premodern Christianity did not permit usury
(moneylending), the Jews played a vital role in commerce and trade. From the Enlightenment period of
the |18th century through the constitutionally democratic VWeimar Republic, Jews gained emancipation
and with it, unprecedented freedoms as equal citizens. This allowed them integration into society, access
to higher education, the ability to vote, hold office, sit on the judiciary, boards, and guilds. There were
intermarriages and even conversions. Contrary to their image, most Jews were nor prominent nor wealthy.
They lived in ordinary conditions. Yet, this new status by the German Jewish population angered certain
circles of the antisemitic “old-guard” and had to be stopped.
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Why do societies seek a scapegoat!

How was a man like Hitler able to come to power?

Why is it imperative to maintain a democratic
society as opposed to Totalitarianism!?



What are the dangers of stereotyping and biases!

What were the dangers of Nazi “pseudoscience?”



Nazi Germany’s first act of territorial aggression in the quest to
unite ethnic Germans and acquire more Lebensraum (living
space) was called the Anschluss (connection). Soldiers were
greeted with flowers and kisses as they entered Austria. Almost
Immediately, residents turned on their Jewish neighbors with acts
of terror and humiliation. By then, it was clear the Jews of
Germany were not welcome.

Line at police station waiting for visas,Vienna, [938-39.

A refugee crisis ensued. The Anschluss convinced
many Jews that it was time to leave. The United
States had no laws for refugees and their quotas
were low from 1924. Even as some German
Jews found places to emigrate, each new
territorial German expansion only brought
more Jews under their realm.

The image shows Jews who were forced to scrub the sidewalk with bare hands as people look on.
Vienna, Austria, March 1938.

President Roosevelt convened a conference in
Evian, France, July, 1938, of 32 countries to
discuss the crisis with the understanding that no
countries would be forced to accept Jewish
refugees. After eight days of leisure, each
declined to accept any refugees, claiming financial
burden and other reasons. Only the Dominican
Republic volunteered to, in exchange for money.

The Refuge by Felix Nussbaum, a German Jewish artist, 1939, painted as a reflection of his fear and
desperation on the eve of WW/II while in exile in Belgium. Arrested in 1944, he and his family all
perished in Auschwitz.

“When | came home and approached
the house we lived in, | saw my
mother in the street with a broom
sweeping up the glass. ...a lot of
people were screaming and whistling
and making fun of her.”
- Holocaust Survivor Johanna (Hanne)
Hirsch Liebmann, then a teenager.
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Kristallnacht or the Night of Broken
glass, was a coordinated unleashing
of Nazi terror that rained down on
the Jewish population of Germany
and Austria. On November 9-10,
1938, a pogrom (attack) by Nazi
thugs and brown shirts
resulted in 30,000 Jewish men and
boys arrested and sent to
concentration camps. Synagogues
were burned, 7,000 Jewish shops
plundered and destroyed, people
were assaulted, and beaten, 91 Jews
were murdered, and torah scrolls
were destroyed and burning in the
streets. Local police and fire

The men were released
from the concentration
camps on the condition they
would leave Germany.

departments Wwere tOId to Stand ’R;II caII-of-pr;soners, éuchenwélld, Nov;e-l;ll;er IO,-I938.
down unless German buildings were
in jeopardy.
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As early as 1933, the Nazis applied
pressure through boycotts, intimidation,
and fear in an effort to economically
crush and “persuade” the Jews to leave
Germany. “Voluntary” aryanization of
Jewish businesses brought sales to
non-Jews at deep discounts, but after
Kristallnacht, things changed radically.
Now, forced aryanization of remaining
Jewish businesses, insurance payments
as a result of Kristallnacht, bank
accounts, and other viable assets were
expropriated by the Nazis and used to
fund the war and destruction of the
remaining population.

In time, the resulting poverty created
insecurity in satisfying daily needs.
The implementation of a compulsory
“Jewish Badge” or armband was used to
humiliate and stigmatize. Designed to
create isolation by their Aryan neighbors,
the identifying badge also invited (legal)
violence, theft, verbal, or physical
humiliation. Those defended or aiding a Jew
were labeled “Jew lover” and ostracized.

)

Brothers Avraham and Emanuel Rosenthal, Kovno, Lithuania, |1 944.

A Belgian family wearing the compulsory badge, 1942.

Deemed stateless, Jews were forced to
surrender their passports to only have
them reissued with Jewish identifying
credentials such as the large red “J”
and the addition of the Hebrew middle
name of “Sara” for females and “Israel”
for males.

Notice “Sara” near bottom of Reisepass (passport).

.
Limited food was allowed inside the ghettos. Extreme overcrowding and
starving children were a daily sight.

On September |, 1939, when Germany
invaded Poland, it was the beginning of
the end. Free to do as they wished with
the expanding Jewish populations (gained
from invasions of Poland and most of
Europe), and not yet having consensus
on the “next phase” for the Jews, ghettos
were established. Ghettos were often
enclosed districts created to segregate,
starve, punish, and extract slave labor. A
vast number died in the ghettos of
starvation and disease. T hose that made
it out alive did so primarily in closed
cattle cars enroute to concentration
camps, slave labor camps, and in most
cases, death camps.

A deportation to “the East.” As a German deception, Jews were told to pack a suitcase each with
everything they would need for relocation.

Nevada Center for sine German society with suddenly

Humanity
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2, 1941, Germany broke its 1939 non-aggression pact and invaded
the Soviet Union. This marked a turning point in the Holocaust. Whereas
during the invasion of Poland in 1939, Jews were rounded up and forced into
ghettos, the operational policy had changed with the soviet invasion.
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Following behind the army, the Einsatzgruppen (special mobile killing units)
would round up all the Jews, Roma, Communists, and Soviet civilians they
encountered to be stripped of their valuables and clothing. With assistance
from local collaborators

and police, shootings (Garman Al

were conducted and Y |
bodies thrown in mass
graves. One third of
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An Einsatzkommando (mobile killing squad).

“Operation Reinhard” was
the code name in honor of
Reinhard Heydrich, head of
the office organizing the
deportation and murders of
close to |.5 million Jews in
the Generalgouvernment
(German-occupied Poland).

Heydrich was assassinated in
1942.

Toys excavated from the grounds of Chelmno.

Mass killings had already begun at Chelmno by December 1941, the first
stationary killing facility used by the Nazis.There, at least 172,000 people
were killed. In total, six killing centers were established, all located in
Poland: Chelmno, Treblinka, Sobibor, Belzec, Majdanak, and
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
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On January 20, 1942, the

Wannsee Conference
was held in the company
of high-level German
officials to discuss the
implementation of
the"Final Solution,’ the

code name for the deliberate, systematic
physical annihilation of Europe’s Jews. Having
established that previous methods of
eliminating “enemies” was difficult on the
soldiers, particularly when it involved women
and children, they knew they needed a more
depersonalized, cost effective, and
industrialized solution.




How much did the local population of nearby
towns know!

How much did the outside world know?



“Choiceless Choices.” What does that mean?

WWhat is the relationship between resistance and
human dignity?

What does your identity mean to you!



What does it mean to be a human being!?

WVhat can we learn about ourselves through the
choices made by rescuers?



How were these rescue efforts possible!?

What traits did rescuers need to be successful in
their efforts?



What were the individual choices perpetrators had!?

When is it acceptable to defy direct orders!?



Which of those traits do you hold that could lead you to interrupt and challenge bias
related acts!

In what ways does Elie Wiesel's quote inspire you to take action?

How will what you have learned about perpetrators, collaborators, bystanders, and
rescuers inform YOUR choices moving forward?
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